
CLASS STRUGGLE IN ANCIENT 
GREEK DEMOCRACY: A NEW APPROACH

This lecture outlines the new ERC/UKRI project 
on ‘Class Struggle in Ancient Greek Democracy’ 
starting in Edinburgh in September 2024, led by 
Prof. Mirko Canevaro. 

This project aims to put class at the centre of our This project aims to put class at the centre of our 
understanding of the emergence, nature, and 
development of ancient Greek democracy. Its starting 
point is that class dynamics, rooted in the economic 
and occupational structures of Greek cities and 
manifested in social, political, and cultural oppositions, 
are crucial for comprehending Greek democracies. 

This perspective finds much support in the ancient This perspective finds much support in the ancient 
sources, yet modern scholars have largely abandoned 
class as a fruitful explanatory concept. The project 
proposes that a more flexible notion of class, 
integrating Marxist historiography with recent 
sociological work, can restore the concept to its 
rightful place at the heart of analysing ancient Greek 
politics and society. politics and society. 

The project will investigate the economic foundations 
of class relations, the cultural tastes and social lives of 
different groups, and how these class oppositions 
coalesced into political preferences and specific 
ideological and institutional options, ultimately aiming 
to revolutionize our understanding of the society and 
the politics of the ancient Greek city-states.
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